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ADDRESS, ©V. 

A S the fol lowing add refs relates to afubjed in 
\ which every individual is intereiled, the 

writer willies to render the knowledge of it as 
general as polfible, and for that reafon has 
thought proper to publifh it. 

The cuftom of laying out the bodies of the per- 
fons fuppofed to be dead, as foon as refpiratiori 
eeafes, and the interment of them before the 
iigns of putrefadion appear, has been frequently 
oppofed by men of learning and humanity in this 
and other countries. Monf. Bruhier, in par¬ 
ticular, a phyfician of great eminence in Paris, 
published a piece, about thirty years ago, in titled, 
“ The Uncertainty of the Signs of Death in 
which he dearly proved, from the tellimonies of 
various authors, and the attentions of unexcep¬ 
tionable witnelTes, that many perfons who have 
been buried alive, and were providentially dif- 
covered in that ibate, had been refeued from the 
grave, and enjoyed the pleafures of fociety for 
fevera] years after. 

But notwithflanding the numerous and well- 
authenticated fads of this kind, the cuftorn 
above-mentioned remains in full force. As loon 
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been prematurely numbered among the dead 3 
and that the fond parent, by negle&ing the 
means of recalling life, has often been the 
guiltlefs executioner of her own offspring. 

To prevent the commiffion of fuch dreadful 
midakes, no child, whofe life has been apparently 
extinguiihed by convuliions, fhould be conjlgned 

to the grave, till the means of recovery, above- 
.recommended in apoplexies, &c. have been tried; 
and, if poffibley under the direction of fome 
Ikilfui pradlitioner of medicine, who may vary 
them as circum(lances fhall require. 

When fevers arife in weak habits, or when the 
cure of them has been principally attempted by 
means of depletion, the confequent debility 
is often very great, and the patient fometimes finks 
into a date which bears fo clofe an affinity to that 
of death, that, I am afraid, it has too often de¬ 
ceived the by danders, and induced them to fend 
for the undertaker, when they fhould have had 
recourfe to the fuccours of medicine. 

In fuch cafes, Volatiles, Eau de luce, for ex¬ 
ample, fhould be applied to the nofe, rubbed on 
the temples, and fprinkled often about the bed ; 
hot flannels, moiflened with a flrong folution of 
camphorated fpirit, may likewife be applied over 
the bread, and renewed every quarter of an 
hour; and as foon as the patient is able to fwal- 
Jovv, a tea-fpoonful of the drongeft cordial fhould 
be given every five minutes. 

without intermUTron, three quarters of an hour; at the end 
of which time die began to breathe. The fridlion was then 
increafed ; two or thiee deep infpirationr followed, and in 
a diort time the child, who was fuppofed to be dead by the 
phyfician, as well as the bv-danders, was, to the furprife of 

bo.h. and the great joy of her parents, reflored to life and' 

health. 
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The fame methods may alfo be ufed with pro** 

priety in the fmall pox, when the pudules fink, 
and oeath apparently eniues; and hkewife in 
any other acute difeaies, when the vital functions 
are fufpended from a fimilar caufe. 

Even in old age, when life fee ms to have been 
gradually drawing to a clofe, the appearances of 
death are often fallacious. 

“ Not many years fince, a lady in Cornwall, 
more than eighty years of age, who had been a 
considerable time declining, took to her bed, 
and, in a few days, leemingly expired in the 
morning. .As fhe had often defired not to be 
buried till fhe had been two days dead, her re- 
queft was to have been regularly complied with 
by her relations. All that faw her looked upon 
her as dead, and the report was current through 
the whole place ; nay, a gentleman of the town 
actually wrote to his friend in the ifland of Scilly, 
that 1he was deceafed. But one of thofe who 
were paaying the I a it kind office of humanity to 
her remains, perceived fame warmth about the 
middle of the back, and acquainting her friends 
with it, they applied a mirrour to her mouth ; but 
lifter repeated trials, could not obferve it in the 
leak gained; her under jaw was like wife fallen, 
as the common phrafe is, and, in fhort, fhe had 
every appearance of a dead perfon. All this 
time fhe had not been dripped or drefled, buc 
the windows were opened, as is ufual in the 
chambers of the deceafed. In the evening the 
heat feemed to increafe, and at length fhe was 
perceived to breathe.” 

See Lond. Chron. <vol. 4> /• 4^5* 

It was the intention of the writer to publifh a 
work upon this fubjedt, but as his various avoca¬ 

tions 
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dons will not permit him to carry that cleiign 
into execution, he thought it his duty to throw 
out the above hints; and if they ihould be the 
means of preventing one perfon from being laid 
out; or, what is more horrible, buried alive, 
it will afford the writer a pleafure of the noble it 
kind, that ariling from the confciou kiefs of do¬ 
ing good to his fellow-creatures. 

V/. HAWES, 
Paifgrave Place, Sept. 5. 

P. S. If that regard be paid to the above ad- 
drefs which the fubjedt of it feems to demand, 
and any life or lives be Caved in confequence of 
the hints that 1 have thrown out, the communi¬ 
cation of any fuch Alliances of fucceis will be ef- 
teemed a particular favour; as it will afford me the 
molt folk! pleafure, and be a fatisfa£lory evidence 
that a man, who labours to promote the interefts 
of humanity, will be attended to by the public. 
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To the PUBLIC, 

In Reply to the Addrefs fianed 

W. H A W E S. 

OPINIONS founded in error) where they 
have a tendency to afietf; the public wel¬ 

fare, cannot be too early refuted. The fubfe- 
cjuent curfory remarks are left to be enlarged on 
by thole whofe abilities and fiutation aie more 
iavourable for fuch difcuffion. 

The general addrefs relative to the protrac¬ 
tion recommended in burying the dead, is by far 
of a more alarming nature than any thing that 
has hitherto tranfpired, refpecting our martial 
operations on the other fide of the Atlantic. 
Dreadful might be the refult, fhould fuch advice 
be univerfally adhered to. Difeafe has ever 
proved more fatal than the weapons of art; and 
the adoption of the fentiments alluded to, would 
be to produces general peliilence. 

The author infmuates, that the dead fhould 
not be interred, or rather, that they fhould not 
even bo prepared for that intention, till figns of 
external puirefatticn appears which often may 
not happen till feveral days after the internal cor¬ 
ruption of the vifcera. The impiopriety of fuch 
insinuation muft be obvious to every one whocon- 
fiders the obnoxious influence of refpired air im¬ 
pregnated with thecontaminatingefHuviaof mor¬ 
tified bodies. Whether theextended atmofphere 
became generally irifefied, or fuch infection was 
confined to the refpeclive dwellings where the 
dead were fufFered \o corrupt, thofe malignant 
maladies could fcarcely fail to fupervene, which 
would in time become imiyerfally contagious. 

jj ' This 
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This has been often experienced in military cam€ 
paigns, while the putrid exhalations of corpfes 
not fpeedily buried, have generated that epide¬ 
mical indifpofition, which has proved more de- 
ilrudive than all the other devaftations of war. 
If then the health of the living fo effentially de¬ 
pends on the purity the element vje breathe, 
and without which we cannot exid, it is mani- 
h illy evident, that a compliance with the propo¬ 
rtion before-mentioned, would be attended with 
confequences diametrically oppofite to its ex~ 
preffed intention, if a propofal may be deemed 
infalutary, which, with an uncertain view cf pro¬ 
longing the life of a Jingle individual, would have 
a certain tendency to endanger the lives of thou* 

fands, That the apprehensions of1 the addrefier 
may not be altogether without foundation, is not: 
denied ; but it is by no means warrantable or ju¬ 
dicious to attempt to remove a leffer evil, at the 
cxpence of agreater. That gentleman will there¬ 
fore excufe the writer, for adding, in oppofuion 
to his own anticipa ed fatisfa&ion from the re- 
verfe, that he will think himfelf happy, (hould 
the preceding animadverfions be found to have 
contributed to render his propofed innovation 
abortive, notwithflanding the writer's equal dif- 
inclination to be buried durante vita. 

With refpedt to the cuftomary offices that fuc- 
ceed the apparent difcontinuance of refpiration, 
it would certainly be right not to expofe the body 
to the external air for a few hours after, or till 
tlie feveral parts are cold enough to produce that 
rigidity, which, though not always, is generally a. 

certain indication of the vital extin&ion, or, at 
lead, not to be over hajly in the ceremonies of 
fuch a department. It would alio be prudent for 
the friends and relations of the deceafed, to re¬ 

frain 
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frain from the unavailable cuftom with many of 
taking their farewell of the dead by a labial fa- 
station before the coffin is clofed ; nor lhould 
any one be longer or oftener in the apartment 
where the corpfe is laid, after there has been time 
for the fluids and abdominal vifcera to corruot, 
than there is occafion for. 

1 he flri&ures on Godfrey's Cordial, with which 
Mr, Hawes concludeshis Addrefs, areobvioufly 
pertinent, and merit the melt ferious attention, 
not only of the public in general, but of the le- 
giflature in particular, with refpeCl to the inter¬ 
diction of the fale of a medicine, which mud often 
not only prove mortally deleterious, but enfeeble 
the conllitution of thofe children who furvive its 
pernicious influence, from whence proceed the 
difeafes of maturer age, and the generation cf 
weakly progenies. This is certainly a public 
grievance, that cannot be too early redreffed, 
and in which the greattfl vigilance may not prove 
fufficient to prevent the Aril families in the king¬ 
dom from being domeflically interelled. 

W. REN WICK. 
Berwick upon Tweed, 

Sept. 12, 1777. 

To Mr. R E N W I C K, 

Of BERWICK upon TWEED. 

SIR, AS you have, in a very liberal and gentleman¬ 
like manner, propofed an objection to one ot 

the cautions contained in myaddrels, concerning 
the dangerous cullom cf laying out petiOns as 
foon as apparently dead, or, in other, words, as 
foon as rcfpiration ceafes; 1 think it a duty I 
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owe both to you and the public, to Hate my rea* 
ions for thinking that objection of no force. 

I am happy to find that you perfectly agree 
with me in my leading principle, the impro¬ 
priety of laying out perfons immediately upon 
the appearance of death. (( With refpecf to the 
cufiomary offices that fucceed the apparent dif- 
continuance of refpiration, it would certainly be 
light, you obferve, not to expofe the body to tire 
external air for a few hours after, or till the fe- 
veral parts are cold enough to produce that rigi¬ 
dity, which, though not always, is generally a 
certain indication of the vital extinction, or at 
jeafl not to be over hajly in the ceremonies of 
fuch a department. 

Thefe, Sir, are your own words, and I have 
read them with pleafure, becaufe they confirm 
the propiiety of my principal caution, and will, 
1 hope, efficacioufly co-opeiate with it in abolifli- 
ino- the inhuman cullom above-mentioned. 

Your objection to my other caution, refpedting 
the interment of bodies, feems, in a great mea- 
fure, to be founded on the mifconception of my 
meaning, “ The author of the addrefs, you fay, 
infinuates, that the dead fhould not be interred, 
or rather, that 11; e y ffiould not be prepared for that 
intention, till fig ns of ex;ernal putrefaction ap¬ 
pear. Permit me, Sir, to cite the paffages 
which more immediately relate to interment, 
and you will perceive, upon reading them again, 
that I have not thrown out the infinuation which 
you have hajlily imputed to me. The paffages 
are thefe. “ The cullom of laying out the bodies 
of perfons fuppofed to be dead, as foon as refpi¬ 
ration ceafes, and the interment of them before 
the figns of putrefaction appear, has been fre¬ 
quently oppofed by men of learning and hum a- 
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pity in this and other countries. Monf. Bruhier, 
in particular, a phyfician of great eminence in 
Paris, published a piece about thirty years ago, 
entitled, “ the Uncertainty of the Signs cf 
Deathin which he clearly proved, from the 
teftimonies of various authors, and the attefta- 
tions of unexceptionable witnefles, that many 
perfons who had been buried alive', and were 
providentially difcovered in that ftate, had been 
refcued from the grave, and enjoyed the pleafures 
of fociety for feveral years after.” 

“ But notwithftanding the numerous and well- 
authenticated fads of this kind, thecuilomabove- 
mentioned remains in full force. As foon as the 
Jbnblance of death appears, the chamber of the 
lick is deferted by friends, relatives, and phyfi- 
cians, and the apparently dead, though frequently 
a living body, is committed to the management 
of an ignorant and unfeeling nurfe, whole care 
extends no farther than lay ing the limbs ftraight, 
and fecuring her accuilomed fpoil. The bed- 
cloaihs are immediately removed, and the body 
is expofed to the air, which, when cold, mull 
minguijh the little fpark of life that may remain, 
and which by a different method might have been 
kindled into flame.” 

But admitting I had infinuated, that the dead 
fliould not be prepared for interment till figns of 
external putrefaction appear, I think that even 
then your dreadfulapprehenjions would have been 
entirely groundiefs. The ligns of putrefaction, 
in the firft flage of that procefs, and widen are 
deciflve indications of death, are not accompa¬ 
nied with foe tor, and confequently no mifehief 
from your own principle, can pollioiy aiife in 
waiting for thejr appearance.^ In the fecond 
Have, indeed, a festid and injunous vspou 



t 14 > 
arifes ; but unlefs the mafs of putrefying matter 
be very confiderable, as has fometimes been 
tfie cafe after battles, &c. when the Bain have 
been left unburied, that vapour is in a very 
fhort time combined with the air, and entirely 
difarmedof its danger.* If this were not the 
cafe, the air of London, from the quantity of 
animal and vegetable matter continually putre¬ 
fying in the Jfreets, &c. would very foors become 
intolerably ofFenfive, and altogether unfit for the 
purposes of refpiraiion. , 

But iC the figns of external putrefaction, you 
fay, may not happen till feveral days after the 
internalcorruption of the vifcera.” Be it fo. Sir, 
it furnifhes no objection to the rule I have recom¬ 
mended; for if the abdominal vifcera corrupt, 
and no putrid vapour efcapes, the air cannot be 
“ impregnated with contaminating effluvia.” If 
putrid vapour fhould efcape in any confiderable 
quantity, it is a Jign that putrefaction has taken, 
place, and that,the body may fafely be interred. 
Jn general, however, a putrid difcolouration of 
fomc parts of the body, particularly of the abdo¬ 
men, precedes the exhalation of any noxious va¬ 
pour, as is well known to thofe who are conver¬ 
sant in dbTeClions. But the time which may elapfe 
before this difcoloration appears, is very uncer¬ 
tain, as it depends on the nature of the difeafe 
which terminated life, the heat of the weather, 
and various other caufes. 

To conclude, I wilh it were deeply impreffed 
upon the mind of every individual, that the only 
unequivocal figns of death, are the marks of pu- 

* For the law which obtains in the chemical combination 
of air and variolous vapour, and which is the fame, I pre- 
fume, as that which obtains in the combination of air and 

putrid vapour, fee Dr Watkinfon’s (i Examination of a 
Charge brought ag-ainft Xnoculation’&c. 

trefa&ion 
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trefadionf, and that thofe who are commuted 
to the earth before thefe matks are difcovered, 
may poffibly be buried alive. But I wifh it were 
Bill deeper impreffed, thatthedanger of being bu¬ 
ried alive, though the fad has irequently hap¬ 
pened, is not fo great as that of being laid out as 
dead, whild living, and having the vital fpark 
extinguijhed by a precipitate expofure to cold air. 
I cannot, therefore, omit this opportunity of 
again exhorting thofe whom it may concern, not 
to confider the perfons who apparently die of 
apopledic and other fas, and Specially young 
children who are carried off by convulfions, asir« 
recover ably loll, till the proper means of redo* 
ration have been tried. 

Having, in jultice to the public, to you, and 
myfelf, given this explanation of my caution, 
relating to the interment of the dead, and vindi¬ 
cated the propriety of it againft the objedian to 
which, in your opinion, it was liable; i lhall 
beg leave, on my party to put an end to the dif- 
pute.—-Controverfy is not agreeable to me; and 
if it were, the duties of my profeffion, and other 
inereafing cares, would not permit me to prole- 

cute it. 
i am, Sir, with due refped, 

Your very humble iervant, 

Palfgrave Place, W® ^ ^ K,f E S. 

Gel. 1, 1778. 

+ Many recent proofs of the truth of this affertion might 
dc produced ; but it will be fufficient to refer the reauer >0 
he 4f Reports of the Humane Society” tor the years 1774, 

and 1776; to a letter in the General Advertiser or 
he nth cf September, relative to the death of the late_fV> r. 

lolland, figned Theatricus; and alio to one m the Fu - 
ic Ledger, of the 10th of the fame month, re.pedbn^ 

he premature interment of the late Pr, * uj , o, ^ 





APPENDIX. 

R.HAWES acquaints the public,thatin the. 

— ^JL courfe of a few five perfons, who 

been feerningly deaa for fome hours, have besm Q 

refitored to life, by the bodies being kept in a 

warm bed, as recommended in the preceding ad- 

drefs ; and it gives him pleafure to add, in con- 

fequence of the above pleating information, 

that the abfu;d and inhuman cultom of laying 

out perfons immediately on the appearance of 

death, will at fome future period, (and that, he 

hopes not very diflant,) be univerfally abolished. 

As it has been unqueftionahly proved, that in a 

variety of difeafes, a fiufipenfion ofi the vital 

powers may take place, without an abfolute extinc¬ 

tion of life—the public, as is evident, cannot 

he too earneftly recommended to pay the utmoft 

attention to this folid and important fad. To 

render his communication of it ufeful, Mr, 

Hawes advifes, that the bodies of thofe who are 

apparently carried off by difeafes or fudden 

death, may be kept in a warm bed for twelve 

hours at leak--that, during that time, nurfes &c. 

do pay the greatefl attention to the Teeming 

corples—.and he is of opinion, that friends, re¬ 

latives, &c, will be ailing wifely, to give fuch 

C per- 
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perfons half a Guinea, in the room of death¬ 

bed perquifites,# for their extraordinary care, &c. 

The AUTHOR likewife promifes to pay 

the reward of ONE GUINEA to nurfes or other 

attendants, on any child or grown perfon, 

'returning to life by their humane attention, 

provided the fad is afcertained by a gentleman of 

the faculty, or atteHed by three creditable per¬ 

fons ;f and in hopes of exciting an univerfal 

attention to afubjed of fo much importanQe to 

mankind. 

Mr. HAWES has within a few months diftri- 

buted, at a very confide/able expence, three thou- 

fand of his addreffes, and continues to give them 

to gentlemen, ladies, and others who apply. % 

* In genteel families &c.—it is a melancholy truth, that 

nurfes Lyout the body as expeditioufly as pofiible; the 

many valuable things about the bed, being much more im¬ 

portant to fuch brutes, than the chance of returning life, 

•j- P-eople of fortune fhould call in the opinion of a Me¬ 

dical man, who has paid attention to this fubje<fl, that, by 

experiments it may be afcertained, whether there are any 

remains of life, This would entirely remove the horrid 

eippreherjiom entertained by many of being buried alive. 

J If any life or lives be faved through an attention to 
this addrefs, the communication of fuch happy events, 

will be efteem'd a particular favour, as every new inflance 

of fuccefs will {lamp conviBion on the minds of the pub¬ 

lic—and thus one or two perfons returning to life may be 

I* 
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It is reafonable tofuppofe, that It was notan Idle 

curicfity, that excited fuch numerous appiica- 

tions for this little well-meant performance; but 

an equal defire with the writer to fave the human 

race from premature death, and premature 
interment. 

As an undeniable proof, that the learned and 

humane approve of the author’s intentions, the 

addrefs in queftion has been inferred in the Lon¬ 

don , Gentleman*/, IVeJhninfter, and Medical Ma¬ 

gazines ; and alfo in the Annual Regijler for 1777, 

lately publifhed. 

the means, in a feries of time, of lengthening the days of 

individuals—of reftoring many a father to their defolated 

families, and many a child to the fond embraces of their 

much-grieved parents. 
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